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The USECA Express 

You’ll miss lot’s of the Express if you don’t find the hidden links! Be sure to find ‘em all! 

   You know the place and the 
time.. C’mon down and join 
your USECA pals for some 
coffee and camaraderie (if 
you’d rather have soda, grab 
some on the way. Bring a nib-
ble too, if you like). You won’t 
regret it!  
   Be a part of the club officer nomination 

process and elect officers for 
2023. heck.. Run for office 
yourself!! Elections  will be 
via email and online site. 
   See a presentation, find out 
what’s new & what’s planned, 
and help mold those plans as 

an active member. Hope to see you 
there!! 

Meeting & Club Elections, Monday Dec 12.. Be there! 

December 2022  

Volume 38 No.  12  

ARRL Foundation taking Applications for Scholarships 

   The 2023 ARRL Foundation Scholar-
ship Program is now accepting applica-
tions. Applications  can  be made for 
grants of $500-$25000 for students who 
are licensed Amateur Radio operators. 
Applications can be made by following 
the linked ARRL graphic to the right. Be 
sure to note the application window and 
requirements. Scholarships will be 
awarded in May 2023. 
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President  K8JEH Jim  
Vice President  Vacant 
Treasurer  KI8M Gary  
Membership Secretary N8AQ Brenda  
Recording Secretary Vacant  
Board Member  N8KAN John 
Board Member  N8KLX Jerry  
Board Member  VE3GQG Glen 
Past President  WI8W Jim  
*Absent 
   Meeting Called to order by Jim K8JEH at 7:32. Wel-
come offered to Visitors and Members. 
   Rec. Sec Report: None, no correspondence. 
   Motion to accept/correct Minutes in Nov Express by 
N8KLX, and 2nd  by W8GWS. (minutes were not in 
Express). Vote: AYE 
   Treasurer’s Report: Gary KI8M reported $10,232.    
Motion by Jim to approve, 2nd by W8JYL, Vote: AYE 
   Member Sec Report: Brenda N8AQ, 76 paid members 
and newcomers at this meeting. 
   Webmaster Report: Jim K8JEH, Website OK, SSL 
Cert needs renewed/reissued. 
   Editor’s Report: Ken N8KC/sick, Always in need of 
articles. 
   Tech Director’s Report: Jerry N8KLX, The fusion ma-
chine is doing just as wonderful as ever. Had a request to 
consider adding echolink to the VHF repeater, he did a 
lot of research on this and will talk more under new busi-
ness. 
   Trustee’s Report: Jerry N8KLX, TDS for both repeat-
ers all up to date. 
   ARRL & Club Liaison Report: John K8DHH, absent, 
Info-wise.. Sarnia / Has a 444.125 DMR repeater. Their 
other vhf repeater 145.370 is also open. No change in 
EMARC stated by W8GWS. 
   Swap Report: We are scheduled, full page info in this 
Express. We are taking table reservations now. (Get 
YOURS) 
   Elections: Will be done online as in last few years. 
You must be a paid member to receive a ballot. Nomina-
tions are still open and final Noms at Dec meeting. 
   Christmas Party: Info in Express.. Expected to be on 
Dec 10th. Reservation is now confirmed at time of this 
being written (11/30). 
   Winter Field Day: Expected to be at Camp Cavell, but 
unable to contact new camp owners, May try Camp Oza-
nam.  Will know more by Mid December. Reach out to 
Jim K8JEH if you're planning on attending WFD with 
USECA as he is chairing this event. 
   Old Business: Jerry - N8KLX - swag, see Jerry.  The 
club didn't pay for first run stuff. We can set up a store 
for $150 bucks, and would like to move forward. He has 
a list of stuff. We can structure the store so we make an 
admin fee / profit on this.  
   New Business: By-Laws Change - In Article VI (6) 
Meetings, Section 3: Board of Directors Meetings, it 

states "A quorum for the transaction of business shall be 
"five (5)" board Members.  I (K8JEH) propose an 
amendment to this verbiage to have it state "A quorum 
for the transaction of business shall be a 'majority of' 
board members” (this got shot down during discussion, 
and will be tabled until we don't have a quorum on 
here). Membership in attendance recommended we 
change the wording to "majority present with a minimum 
of 3".  Will get this in the December Express for a vote 
at the next general membership meeting  
   Raffle: Those at the membership meeting approved, 
and we are moving forward with a discount of 4/$20 on 
the Raffle tickets.  Membership likes this idea and it was 
voted to continue this at the December general member-
ship meeting. 
   There was a 50/50 drawing, but winner was not includ-
ed in written minutes. The meeting ended at 8:43 after a 
motion by KE8AER, 2nd by W8GWS, Vote: AYE. 
BYLAWS CHANGE PROPOSAL 
   As Required by the USECA ByLaws - Jim K8JEH has 
requested at the November General Membership Meet-
ing the following Bylaws Change: 
   In Article VI (6) Meetings, Section 3: Board of Direc-
tors Meetings, it states "A quorum for the transaction of 
business shall be "five (5)" board Members. 
   I proposed an amendment to this verbiage to have it 
state "A quorum for the transaction of business shall be a 
majority of board members. This was discussed with the 
membership in attendance and during discussion the 
membership in attendance recommended we change the 
wording to majority present with a minimum of 3.  
   So the proposed change as proposed by Jim Hoffman, 
K8JEH, and discussed by the general membership at the 
November General Membership Meeting is to amend the 
verbiage in Article VI (6) Meetings, Section 3: Board of 
Directors Meetings, from "A quorum for the transaction 
of business shall be five (5)" board Members to  
"A quorum for the transaction of business shall 
be a majority present with a minimum of 3. 
   As required by the Utica Shelby Emergency Commu-
nications Association By Laws and Constitution Article 
X: Changes To The By-Laws, this has been formally 
printed in the USECA Express and will be voted on at 
the December General Member meeting per Article I 
Section 2; Voting. 
   EXTRA EXTRA - We have elections coming up.  We 
will be doing an online election as we have in the past. 
Please send all accepted nominations to Jim, K8JEH for 
confirmation of membership status, and to add to the 
ballot.  Notice, if we have no nominations or contested 
seats, there is no reason to have an election.  So far, I've 
only received minimal volunteer(s) for seated spots.  It's 
time to step up, and be a part of the club that you pay 
your due to.  Remember the changes to the ByLaws I 
recommended and are posted here in the Express as re-
quired?  Without membership sitting in those seats... 
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Click here for MI 
Section news/info 

Click here to 

 Sister Clubs 
L’Anse Creuse 
ARC: 

 

 Meets every 1st 
Wednesday of 
the month at 
7:30 pm. The location is the 
Tucker Senior Center located 
at 26980 Ballard off 21 mile 
Rd, East of I-94 in Harrison 
Twp. 

  
Hazel Park 
ARC:  
Meets every 2nd 
Wednesday of 
each month at 
7:30 pm. The location is the 
Hazel Park District Library, 
123 E 9 Mile Rd, Hazel Park, 
MI  

 
General Motors 
ARC:  
Meets 3rd Tues-
day of the month 
at 7:00 pm. The 
Meetings are held at the 
Packard Proving Grounds, 
49965 Van Dyke, in Shelby 
Twp, MI  
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The Prez Sez…                                                           K8JEH 

 Christmas Party Planned!! December 10th.. Be there! 

   The annual USECA Christmas Party is 
in planning! Mark your calendar NOW 
and make plans on being there for good 

food, good friends, and our usual fun 
White Elephant gift exchange. 
   It’ll once again be at the Hibachi Buffet 
in the Walmart plaza on the NW corner 
of 14 & Van Dyke at 6:30pm. We’ll be in 
the back room. The buffet price is linked 

in the graphic above (~$15). The food 
choices range from Asian to Sushi, Chi-
nese, American fare, Mongolian type 
grill, Salads, and desserts aplenty! 
   Bring a wrapped gift (~$20) to add to 
the gift table if you wish to participate in 
the White Elephant exchange.. It’s al-
ways a blast! Please come, it’s always a 
fun night. 

   Hello again and it's time for another 
edition of the Prez Sez. Honestly, I'm not 
sure what to talk or write about in this 
edition. First I'd like to send my condo-
lences to Walt on the loss of his wife. If 
you need anything, do not hesitate to 
ask.   
   It's been decent weather lately and that 
means outside work before it gets too 
cold.  I haven't been as radio active as of 
late but I have cleaned up things, made 
sure connections were good and the radi-
os are working well so let the hibernation 
begin. As I've mentioned in the past 
we've moved into a new home and so far 
the noise floor is lower and the antenna 
runs are longer meaning upgrades. The 
old coax I had wasn't going to cut it, 
6.3db loss at 100ft at UFH frequencies 
when the run is about 75ft is a lot of 
loss. It worked for the time being, but the 
new LMR400 coax with a 2.7db loss at 
100ft has aided in receiving and transmit. 
Very happy to have the upgraded coax 
for the 6m/2m/70cm antenna. Now to 
upgrade the HF antenna feedline, 1.6db 
at 100ft and this run is about 
70ft. Amateur radio, right, always some-
thing to do… seems like buying a new 
house (oh wait, did that too).   
   Seems like lark season has finally 
closed although Tuesday it might be 
50.  Thanksgiving has come and that was 
a feast.  Really enjoyed the time spent 
with family, now onto Christmas, but 
first a daughter's birthday party.   
   Are you ready for the holidays?  I'm 
actually done shopping, just need to get 

the decorations up.   
   Club business, well, not much to talk 
about in this edition of the Prez Sez since 
we really haven't done much as a 'club', 
however looked through the Express for 
additional information regarding club 
'stuff'. Don't forget about our appar-
el store, mention it to family members & 
get your USECA swag.  Also, our raffle 
is still on-going, I don't' know what I 
would do with $1000.00 to Ham Radio 
Outlet but I'm sure I could spend it easi-
ly… I do want new coax for HF. All this 
can be found on our website, https://
www.usecaarc.org/store.   
   If anyone is looking, I've posted to the 
USECA Facebook page, a couple of Mi-
crosoft Surfaces not doing any-
thing.  Selling for $50/each. I've used 
these in the past at the park and mobile 
operations.  Let me know if anyone 
wants more details on this. Also, I have 
an MFJ-948 and an MFJ-969 collecting 
dust if anyone is looking for a tuner. I 
was using them as watt meters, however 
I haven't used them in the new house so 
in my opinion I'm no longer in need of 
them.  If anyone is interested I'm good on 
QRZ, the club meetings, etc. 
  Anyway, that's about enough for to-
day. Glen, I hope your new digs are good 
in the great north, you will be missed 
here. Guess I'll have to listen to the fu-
sion repeater to see if he's on a hotspot 
coming in. That's it for now, stay radio 
active and GO BLUE!!!!! (great win for 
UofM). 
73 Jim K8JEH 

http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world
http://www.mi-arrl.org/
http://www.mi-arrl.org/
http://www.mi-arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/membership
http://www.n8lc.org/
http://www.usecaarc.org/
http://www.gmarc.org/wp
http://hparc.org/
%3ciframe%20src=%22https:/www.google.com/maps/embed?pb=!1m18!1m12!1m3!1d187914.90424429416!2d-83.1808256418596!3d42.61534244572655!2m3!1f0!2f0!3f0!3m2!1i1024!2i768!4f13.1!3m3!1m2!1s0x8824dbae9bf7a1bd%3A0x4a9d773291bdb6b7!2sHibachi%20Buffet%20(Buffet%20is%20Op
%3ciframe%20src=%22https:/www.google.com/maps/embed?pb=!1m18!1m12!1m3!1d187914.90424429416!2d-83.1808256418596!3d42.61534244572655!2m3!1f0!2f0!3f0!3m2!1i1024!2i768!4f13.1!3m3!1m2!1s0x8824dbae9bf7a1bd%3A0x4a9d773291bdb6b7!2sHibachi%20Buffet%20(Buffet%20is%20Op
http://www.imenuicoupon.com/hibachi-buffet-sterling-heights.html
https://www.usecaarc.org/store
https://www.usecaarc.org/store
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Code Ninja 

   Click the link above to 
learn more about Win-
Link.. Be sure to click 
around the links on the 
page.. Many tools, hints, 
and learning materials. 
More here! 

Find Local Hams 

   If you've been in any phone 
contest, you've likely heard a 
station provide their exchange 
starting with "please copy," 
"copy," "my exchange for 
you," or other words that aren't 
strictly part of the exchange. 
Because it's not a necessary 
part of the exchange, some 
operators on the receiving end 
of a PC (please copy) exchange vehe-
mently want to stamp it out, eliminate it, 
remove it, unhear it. Some even claim 
they'll not work anyone using PC ex-
changes. 
   I have a confession to make - I don't 
particularly enjoy the verbal empty calo-
ries of PC exchanges either, but after 
having lent my ears to a full weekend of 
ARRL November Phone Sweepstakes, I 
am not here to bury the exchange, but to 
praise it. I would estimate that more than 
80% of the exchanges I received had 
some variation of the PC message. I 
would rather have those contacts in the 
log than not at all. 
   While running, I was glad to help 
some new operators through the ex-
change when they called. They were 
brave enough to try a contest with a dif-
ficult exchange -- something that's 
daunting even for some QCWA-
qualifying amateurs. Could there be a 
stronger signal of contester tendencies? 

If these newbies had a pleas-
ant experience, maybe they'll 
be in the contest again next 
year. While searching and 
pouncing, I found a number 
of M category stations, 
where the aurally young op-
erator was being coached by 
someone in the background. 
Occasionally, I heard the PC 

phrase being used. It's on the control 
operator coach to provide the right guid-
ance, but also consider that they had 
somehow convinced that person to be in 
the seat giving out bits of information to 
strangers. I think I can overlook a few 
PC words, and hearing young operators 
was heartwarming. 
   It's amateur radio, not professional 
radiosport. We're supposed to be having 
fun contesting, and different operators 
have different goals. Some want high 
rates, some just want to get a clean 
sweep, and some want to hand out a few 
contacts from a rare Section. If more 
operators also means more PC language, 
I'll take it. 
   In my view, a win is to make a lot of 
contacts, to improve your contesting 
skills, to distill the exchanges down to 
just the necessary syllables over time, 
and to have fun doing it year after year. 
73, Brian, N9ADG 
            Forwarded by Jerry N8KLX 

Caution: Human Contesting!         From ARRL Contest Journal 

   Most USECAns have likely 
never met Charlene, but you 
would’ve likely known her 
name. She only occasionally 
would come to Larks in the 
Park with Walt and wasn’t a 
Ham, but Walt always seemed 
to have a story that included his 
beloved “Char” and some interesting es-
capade from their long marriage (62 
years). She was Walt’s “Rock” and like-
wise to her family and friends. 
  Charlene passed peacefully November 
18th, 2022. Beloved wife of Walter. Lov-

ing mother of Walter William 
Gracey III, Eric Gracey, and 
John Gracey. Proud grandmoth-
er of Whitney (Ricko) Lauritsen 
and the late Chaz Gracey. Dear 
sister of Merrie (Ervin) Milton 
and Christine (Jerry) Smith.  
   Funeral services were held 

Saturday, November 26, a number of 
USECAns were in attendance to offer 
condolences to Walt and the family. 
   “Char” will be missed by all who knew 
her….. 

https://www.debcoelectronics.com/
https://www.eqsl.cc/QSLCard/Home5G.cfm
https://www.qrz.com/index.html
http://www.dxsummit.fi/#/
https://morsecode.ninja/?fbclid=IwAR0v6LzL2UahWVs3XxIqmDwej1Sdwn-_Mqm2zw8hGj_v6psgoyavoYEZrl8
https://www.youtube.com/user/hoshnasi/videos
https://www.winlink.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkPNOjYXY4o
https://haminfo.tetranz.com/map
https://guestbook.wujekcalcaterra.com/obituaries/Charlene-Gracey/#!/TributeWall
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A November Lark! I don’t think we’ve ever had one this late?     Pix by N8ZA 

   Is this a new record for a “late 
season” Lark? I sort’a have to 
think that this was the “last one”, 
but you never know with USE-
CAns… give ‘em another unsea-
sonably warm day, and I’d be 
willing to bet they’ll be at it 
again! 

   Watch your email and the Face-
book Group for any advance no-
tice! 



Coming soon…  

A full online store of USECA Swag..  

Shirts, Caps, Jackets, Mugs, etc etc.. 



https://usecaarc.org/store


https://useca.qbstores.com/home


ACROSS: 
1. Geometric solid having two ends 
which are similar, equal, and parallel 
rectilinear figures, and sides which are 
parallelograms 
4. Communication type that method 
makes use of electromagnetic waves 
8. Centimeter (abbr.) 
11. Chemical symbol for scandium 
12. Vendor for inductors 
16. Akin to an EE, CE, AE, etc. 
17. Integrated Services Digital Net-
work (abbr.) 
18. Cellular Telecommunications In-
dustry Association 
20. Software engineering tool (abbr.) 
21. Peripheral Component Interface 
(abbr.) 
22. Metric angle unit 
25. Chemical symbol for rhodium 
27. Mate to a bolt 
28. Early computer display screen res-
olution (abbr.) 
30. Chemical symbol for aluminum 
31. 2-element, 1/2 wavelength radiat-
ing structure fed at the center (2 wds., 
pl.) 
32. Chemical symbol for erbium 
33. Chemical symbol for tin 
34. Mr. Lissajous' first name 
37. 1E6 nanoseconds 
39. Adjusts 
43. Electrical safety organization 
(abbr.) 
44. Type of leadless surface mount IC 
package (abbr., pl.) 
46. Opposite of I.D. 
47. Unit of capacitance (abbr.) 
49. A feedback scheme to level out the 
receiver audio volume (abbr.) 
51. Logic family 
53. Chemical symbol for polonium 
54. 30 kHz to 300 kHz 
55. Rotate about the vertical axis 
56. Voice of America 
57. Chemical symbol for krypton 
58. European equivalent to the U.L. 
59. Mechanical engineering organiza-
tion (abbr.) 
62. Time delay (abbr.) 
64. Parameter that is a figure of merit 
for receiver performance in presence 
of multiple signals (abbr., pl.) 
66. Read-only (abbr.) 
67. Maximum voltages in a waveform 
68. Coefficient of temperature (abbr.) 

70. Mathematical table whose entries 
come from a fixed finite set of symbols 
(abbr.) 
71. Bearing from which a radio or ra-
dar signal is received (3 wds.) 

77. Chemical symbol for rhodium 
78. Internet address (abbr.) 
79. Off-axis torque (abbr.) 
80. Chemical symbol for selenium 
82. Form a thin layer on the surface by 

The USECA Express  Page 9  December 2022  

The Ham Crossword Puzzle..                         spcl tnx to Kirt Blattenberger KB3UON 

http://rfcafe.com/


84. Common shorthand reference for a ca-
pacitor 
85. Form of digital phase modulation in 
which the phase of the RF signal depends 
on the modulating code (abbr.) 
86. Volt, meter, pint, pound, e.g. 
89. RF computer network 
91. Filter type that blocks frequencies be-
low and above a specified band (abbr.) 
92. CB slang for rearmost vehicle of two or 
more running together on the road (2 wds.) 
95. Chemical symbol for mercury 
97. Type of component package (abbr.) 
99. Artech _____, technical book publisher 
100. Graphics workshop software  
 
DOWN: 
2. Mate to a TX 
3. Hand-held calculator for NASA's Gemini 
era engineers (2 wds., pl.) 
5. Angle described by sine/cosine 
6. Band between RF and BB 
7. Amateur radio operators trade this with 
each other after making contact (2 wds.) 
8. Chemical symbol for cobalt 
9. Chemical symbol for manganese 
10. Archaic term for an outdoor antenna 
(pl.) 
12. Unit of time (abbr.) 
13. Cyanide (abbr.) 
14. Multifunctional silicon devices (abbr.) 
15. Chemical symbol for silicon 
17. U.K. equivalent of the IEEE 
19. Software layer that allows a system to 
be programmed via a defined set of com-
mands (abbr.) 
23. Automatic Testing, Evaluation & Re-
porting (abbr.) 
24. Advanced Communication Technolo-
gies and Services (abbr.) 
26. Opposite of a LO 
27. Chemical symbol for nobelium 
29. Army-Navy specification prefix 
30. A common battery cell size 
34. Units of energy 
35. Chemical symbol for lutetium 
36. Region of the ionosphere found approx-
imately 55 to 90 miles above Earth; it fades 
away a few hours after sunset (hyph.) 

37. 300 kHz to 3 MHz 
38. Chemical symbol for tin 
40. Do like a vector with a changing angle 
41. Opposite of O.D. 
42. Retains a charge 
44. Organization requiring 25 years of ama-
teur service for membership (abbr.) 
45. File menu option 
48. Small unit of capacitance (abbr.) 
50. Unit of apparent power (abbr.) 
52. Chemical symbol for cobalt 
53. Max or min voltage of a waveform 
(abbr.) 
58. Chemical symbol for cadmium 
60. Chemical symbol for strontium 
61. Chemical symbol for molybdenum 
63. 10E1 numerical prefix 
65. SI unit of solid angle (pl.) 
67. Antenna type commonly used in radars 
69. Not hot 
70. Kind of logic arrangement (hyph.) 
71. Large radio telescope in Puerto Rico 
72. Unit of inductance (abbr.) 
73. Chemical symbol for lutetium 
74. Network department (abbr.) 
75. Chemical symbol for arsenic 
76. RF signal loss in a transmission line 
81. Intel 8086 or Motorola 6800 (abbr.) 
83. Silicon transistor type (abbr.) 
87. Chemical symbol for niobium 
88. Coefficient of temperature (abbr.) 
89. Read-only (abbr.) 
90. Chemical symbol for argon 
93. 1,000 seconds (abbr.) 
94. Decimeter (abbr.) 
96. Part of a FOR loop 
98. Chemical symbol for lead  
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Crossword clues.. continued 

December 2022  

Join fellow USECAns on 
2m FM on the Hoot Owl 
Net. 147.180 + 100Hz 
11pm every Saturday 

night.  

Fun topics, great NCOs, 
and a raucous good time.. 

Join the Hooters!! 

Hoot Owl 
     Net 

   Bench tools, Soldering, 
De-soldering, Lighting and 
Magnification… No matter 
the job, EAE Sales and 
Owner Bruce Sander has 
the tools and supplies to do 
the job and can show you 
how. Click the logo above 
and support  our largest 
Hamfest vendor. 

   Why pay a 
middle-man? 
(ARRL, QRZ, 
W5YI) for EZ 
and FREE 
on-line licensing tasks? 
Click the link.. DIY! 

http://www.eaesales.com/
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/support/common-amateur-filing-tasks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCNV2nHyBoSSekgFrVFuaXg
https://www.rfcafe.com/index.htm
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147.180 & 444.775 

Get your General  
or Extra NOW! 

If you own a Yaesu 
System Fusion radio.. 

Join our all-digital 

Thursdays @ 7pm 
On 444.775MHz 

& linked repeaters 

 

Working on Code Skills? 
   I came across this web-
site that has excellent prac-
tice recordings, using com-
mon ham abbreviations. 
The practice is at a decent 
speed and farnsworthed.. 
Try it, I think you’ll like it! 
 

Spot the ISS 

No club can long survive with only a very few doing all the work.  
You are the club.. Step up and help! It’s FUN! 

FD Mess Master.. Chef 2022? 
Vice President? 

   Webmaster, Net Points/Awards Mgr 
2022 Swap Committee 

VE’s for Exam Sessions 
USECA Express Article Writers 

   Expound upon your life & Ham experiences 
Step up.. Help run your club.. Volunteer! 
Think about serving as a Board Member.. 

Isn’t it time to give something back? 
Offer to chair/plan an event (Contact board members listed on page 1.) 

THANKS to John N8KAN for stepping up as Swap Chairman.. 
And to John K8DHH who volunteered as ARRL Liaison 

USECA… Needs Y O U!! 

http://hamexam.org/
http://www.vkradio.org/morse_practice.php
https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2meYdH9ROHI
https://www.cqsanta.com/


 
ARRL 160-Meter Contest  
2200Z, Dec 2 to 1600Z, 

Dec 4  
 

ARRL 10-Meter Contest  
0000Z, Dec 10 to 2400Z, 

Dec 11  
 

Stew Perry Topband Chal-
lenge  

1500Z, Dec 17 to 1500Z, 
Dec 18  

 
ARRL Rookie Roundup, 

CW  
1800Z-2359Z, Dec 18  

 
ARRL Straight Key Night 

Jan 1, 0000 to 2359 
 

These contests listed at  
WA7BNM Contest  
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Anniversary of the Attack on Pearl Harbor 
Dec 3, 1400Z-2000Z, NE1PL, Fall River, MA. USNR. 20 meters 40 meters. QSL. Rick 
Emord, 135 Wareham st, Middleboro, MA 02344. on phone and digital 20 and 40 me-
ters and any other bands as operators and equipment allow. www.ne1pl.org 

Celebrating the 21st Amendment to the US Constitution 
Dec 3-Dec 6, 1200Z-0500Z, W8A, Kent, OH. Breweries On The Air. 7.24 14.24 
50.175. Certificate. Thomas R Sly, WB8LCD, 1480 Lake Martin Dr, Kent, OH 44240. 
A good time will be had by all! www.breweriesontheair.com 

Final Moon Landing of Apollo 17 
Dec 8-Dec 11, 1500Z-2359Z, K5A, Springdale, AR. Razorback Contest Club. 7.040 
7.190 14.040 14.260. QSL. Razorback Contest Club, 3407 Diana St., Springdale, AR 
72764. Commemorating the final moon landing of Apollo 17. rccw5yo@cox.net 

WX3MAS Special Event 
Dec 8-Dec 11, 1400Z-2200Z, WX3MAS, Nazareth, PA. Christmas City ARC and the 
Delaware-Lehigh ARC. 3.850 7.270 14.265. QSL. WX3MAS, Greystone Building, 14 
Gracedale Avenue, Nazareth, PA 18064. CW, SSB, and Digital Thursday through Sun-
day - 1400 to 2200 UTC, but may be extended if conditions permit. https://dlarc.club 

160th Anniversary of the Battle of Fredericksburg 
Dec 10, 1400Z-2000Z, W4F, Fredericksburg, VA. Stafford Amateur Radio Associa-
tion. 7.250 14.250; 40-10 meters, CW, Phone and FT8. Certificate. Email Jay Chamber-
lain, NS4J, at ns4j@arrl.net, for certificate. Commemorating the 160th anniversary of 
the Civil War Battle of Fredericksburg, VA, Dec. 11-15, 1962. PDF certificate will be 
available. No paper QSL or certificates. https://www.ws4va.org/index.html 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (12/7/41) 
Dec 10, 1700Z-2359Z, NI6IW, San Diego, CA. USS Midway (CV-41) Museum Ship. 
14.320 7.250 14.070 PSK31 DSTAR on PAPA repeaters. QSL. USS Midway Museum 
COMEDTRA, 910 N Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101. www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw 

National Wreaths Across America Day 
Dec 16-Dec 19, 0000Z-2359Z, W1A, Milbridge, ME. Maine Ham Radio Society. 7.240 
14.240 21.340 28.440. QSL. Philip Duggan, 195 Kansas RD, Milbridge, ME 
04658. mainehamradiosociety.com 

Christmas in Bethlehem New Mexico 
Dec 17-Dec 24, 1400Z-2300Z, KC5OUR, Belen, NM. Valencia County Amateur Ra-
dio Association. 21.283 14.283 7.183 3.883. QSL. VCARA, PO Box 268, Peralta, NM 
87042. kc5our.com 

Edwin Howard Armstrong Commemoration special event 
Dec 17-Dec 19, 0000Z-2359Z, W4A, Bluff City, TN. N9EN. 3.540 7.040 14.040 
21.040. QSL. Brad Anbro, 1118 Walnut Grove Road, Bluff City, TN 37618. USA sta-
tions QSL direct with SASE; foreign stations QSL via buro or direct n9en@live.com 

W8MRM Motor City Radio Club 90th Anniversary 
Dec 24, 1400Z-1800Z, W8MRM, Inkster, MI. Motor City Radio Club. 7.190 14.290. 
Certificate. Motor City Radio Club, P.O. BOX 1337, Southgate, MI 48195. 
www.w8mrm.net 
 
American Revolution - Battle of Trenton 
Dec 26-Dec 31, 0000Z-2359Z, W2T, Trenton, NJ. Delaware Valley Radio Association. 
14.250. Certificate & QSL. DVRA, PO Box 7024, West Trenton, NJ 08628-0024. Cer-
tificate of Commission in the Continental Army Signal Corps available. See web-
site. www.w2zq.com 

Contests/Events 
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A few Special Events of interest… w/links!             from ARRL 
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147.180 & 444.775 

Extra? Take it to the next 
level. Practice exams here. 

http://www.arrl.org/160-meter
http://www.arrl.org/10-meter
http://www.kkn.net/stew/
http://www.kkn.net/stew/
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
http://www.arrl.org/straight-key-night
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.ne1pl.org/
http://www.breweriesontheair.com/
mailto:
https://dlarc.club/
https://www.ws4va.org/index.html
http://www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw
http://mainehamradiosociety.com/
http://kc5our.com/
mailto:
http://www.w8mrm.net/
http://www.w2zq.com/
http://www.nationalradioexaminers.com/
https://www.fcctests.com/SampleTests.htm
https://heilhamradio.com/






Fulton Cty ARC Swap 
Date: 12/03/2022 
Location:  
Ruihley Park Pavilion 
320 W. Holland St.,  
Archbold, OH  
Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest 
Sponsor: Fulton County ARC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 147.195+ 103.5PL 
Public Contact:  
Bryan Patterson , KB8ELG 
8202 County Rd. 6-2  
Delta, OH 43515 
Phone: 419-250-6694 
Email: kb8elg@hotmail.com 
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The International 
Space Station and 

how to work it 
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   ‘Tis the season for HF Pirate Radio.. 
Usually at it’s hottest From Thanksgiving 
through the New Year. Click above for a 
link to station lists, QSL addresses, fre-
quencies, and more. See what you can 
snag! 

L’anse Creuse Swap 
Date: 12/04/2022 
Location:  
Balkan American Center 
1451 E. Big Beaver Road 
Troy, MI  
Website: http://www.n8lc.org 
Sponsor:  
L'Anse Creuse Amateur Radio Club 
Talk-In: 147.08 Receive (147.68 Trans-
mit) 100 Hz 
Public Contact:  
Russ Price , N8HAR 
40565 Shakespeare Dr. Sterling Heights, 
MI 48313 
Phone: 586-246-0161 
Email: n8har1977@gmail.com  

Morse Decoder App 

   This summer,  I noticed a 
lot of club interest in sight-
ing and working the Inter-
national Space Station (I 
remember seeing pieces of 
it being built, years ago, 
while at Cape Canaveral). 
A QSL card from the ISS is 
a coveted prize for many 
hams. 

   Helpful information on 
working the ISS can be 
found on the ARISS web-
site (link below). 

Morse 

Expert  

 KIWI info… lots... 

British Broadcast History 

Mag Loop Ideas 

https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
mailto:kb8elg@hotmail.com
http://www.n8lc.org/
mailto:n8har1977@gmail.com
http://www.hamwhisperer.com/
http://www.hamwhisperer.com/
https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ve3nea.morse_expert&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ve3nea.morse_expert&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ve3nea.morse_expert&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://www.qsl.net/n8lc/swap_flyer_2022.pdf
http://kiwisdr.com/
https://youtu.be/lLxQGwWnGEE
https://www.nutsvolts.com/magazine/article/practical-ideas-for-portable-magnetic-loop-antennas
https://www.hfunderground.com/wiki/Pirate_radio_stations
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 ARRL Email Reflector issues??                                                                   K8JEH 

December 2022  

   ARRL.net email forwarding. For those that are ARRL 
Members, recently I came to notice that 
my arrl.net email forwarding was not working. After 
review of the settings, and confirmation they were cor-
rect, I made a phone call to the ARRL for review. The 
apparent issue, is the 'username' that you may have used 
when the ARRL went to the new sign on process may 
be different in their 'backend' system than what your 
call sign is. I did confirm that my username in their 
backend system was my callsign, however this did not 
resolve. Due to this discrepancy I would receive an 
NDR report that state k8jeh@arrl.net did not exist.  In 
my own troubleshooting, I removed the forwarding for 
24 hours, and re-added which did not resolve. I even 

checked my login information for their site to confirm 
my NEW username was the same as my callsign which 
it was. The only way to resolve this was a contact to 
them and have their IT dept modify the backend and 
confirm.  
   The call to them took a few minutes, but the solve 
was made same day. If you're having issues with 
your ARRL.net email forwarding, this could be the 
cause. I'm not the only one to have had issues, or had to 
call them to get it resolved. They are aware of the po-
tential problems and are taking these cases on a case by 
case basis.  Just wanted to share my experience, your 
mileage may vary.  

   One of the Key inventions of the 20th century, the 
TRANSISTOR is a semiconductor device that allows one 
electrical signal to control another. Transistors are com-
monly used to amplify signals or as Logical switches. The 
2N2222 transistor shown here is a classic BIPOLAR 
JUNCTION TRANSISTOR (BJT) in a TO-18 metal 
"can" package. 
   The active part is the shiny but tiny silicon die. By 
weight and volume, a device like this is almost entirely 
packaging. 
   A BJT has three terminals. Two, the base and emitter, 
are connected to the die through hair-thin aluminum 
BOND WIRES that reach from the ends of the insulated 

leads to the top of the die. The third connection is made 
through the bottom of the die to a third lead, the collector 
that is electrically connected to the metal can. All three 
leads are held in place by a glass fill on the bottom of the 
device. 

 Spotting Rules Changes, ARRL..                                              Forwarded by N8KLX 

   Here's an excerpt from The ARRL Letter, February 17, 
2022: "New rules go into effect in June [2022] for all 
ARRL HF contests. Starting with the ARRL Internation-
al Digital Contest, the use of online and other non-
amateur radio platforms including -- but not limited to -- 
social media, live video streaming, and internet chat 

rooms will be permitted in all categories that allow assis-
tance (Unlimited). In all Unlimited and Multioperator 
categories, the prohibitions against self-spotting and ask-
ing another station to spot you will also be re-
moved." (Dick Swanson, K7BTW) 

 The 2N2222..   A dissection                                                                            For-

http://arrl.net/
http://arrl.net/
mailto:k8jeh@arrl.net
http://arrl.net/
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2022-02-17
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2022-02-17
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2022-02-17


Net Name Net Mgr Meets Comments 

MACS 
Michigan Amateur 
Communications 
System 

WB8TQZ Sun-Sat 10:00:00 3.952 
For more on NTS and  
Traffic Handling, see  
the NTS link 

UPN 
Upper Peninsula Net 

WA8DHB 
Sun-Sat 
Sun 

17:00:00 
12:00:00 

3.920 
3.921 

 

MIARPSC 
Michigan Amateur 
Radio Public Service 
Corps 

WB8RCR Sun 17:00:00 3.932 
MI-ARPSC meets on 7.232 if summertime 
conditions warrant. 

QMN 
The Michigan Net 

WB9JSR 
Sun-Sat 
Sun-Sat 

18:30:00 
22:00:00 

3.563 
3.563 

QMN Meets twice per day. QMN will also 
hold a 9AM session if stations are availa-
ble. Summer conditions sometimes change 
net frequency to 7.063. Recent poor condi-
tions sometimes dictate 1.812 MHz. 

MITN 
Michigan Traffic Net 

WB8TQZ Sun-Sat 19:00:00 3.952 
Please consider volunteering as a net con-
trol station for MITN. MITN meets on 
1.892 if winter conditions dictate. 

MIDTN 
Michigan Digital 
Traffic Net 

N8LBF Tues, Thur, Sat 20:00:00 3.583 Within waterfall, typically around 3.584 

GLETN 
Great Lakes Emer-
gency and Traffic Net 

WA8IAL Sun-Sat 20:00:00 3.932 Great Lakes generally holds a "pre-net". 

..and don’t forget our local VHF Traffic Net: SEMTN... 

SEMTN 
Southeastern Michi-
gan Traffic Net 

KD8QPF Sun-Sat 22:15:00 146.76 

If you’d like to try other HF Nets, see the link below, supplied by Richard (KC8HMJ).. 100’s of Nets on many bands: 

 http://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cpaIUPJOG9Kdb0Xo-hyzhcVKcyvOr37vrGIF1mIETHs/edit#gid=906307814 

   More Nets… These links will take you to handy listings of 
Echolink, Fusion, and DMR Nets beyond our last-page local 
list. Echolink nets only require that you have an internet con-
nection.. You can check in using a smart-phone or Personal 
Computer as long as you’re registered and have the Echolink 
App installed. Click on the tags below to go to the lists... 
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Support our Michigan HF Traffic Nets 
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Repeaterphone.. 
Does Digital!! 

http://www.arrl.org/nts
http://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cpaIUPJOG9Kdb0Xo-hyzhcVKcyvOr37vrGIF1mIETHs/edit#id=906307814
http://www.echolink.org/
http://www.echolink.org/register_data.jsp
http://www.echolink.org/register_data.jsp
http://hamnetlist.blogspot.com/p/echolink-irlp-allstar-nets.html
http://hamnetlist.blogspot.com/p/dstar-net-list.html
http://hamnetlist.blogspot.com/p/blog-page.html
https://wp.hamoperator.com/?cid=my-calendar&page_id=99&month=4&yr=2019
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/repeaterphone/id1637247024


Local HF Nets... 

Get active on the air… SSB, CW, FM, or Fusion 

Click on the graphic or search 
for USECA Amateur Radio Club 

The USECA EXPRESS is published 
monthly (except July and August), 
by the UTICA-SHELBY EMER-
GENCY COMMUNICATION AS-
SOCIATION INC., of Macomb 
County, Michigan. Articles for THE 
EXPRESS should be submitted to 
the editor no later than one week 
before our board meeting for publi-
cation in that month’s edition. The 
articles within are property of the 
author and not necessarily endorsed 
by USECA. Material contained in 
THE EXPRESS may be reprinted 
provided credit is given to the USE-
CA EXPRESS and the author, except 
material published by permission of 
a copyright holder. Articles with no 
author noted can be assumed to be 
written by the editor. 

USECA  ARC 

PO Box 46331 

Mt Clemens, MI 
48046 

Local VHF/UHF nets…     

The Happenin’ Club! 

 
 

We’re on the web  

at usecaarc.org 
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Da 
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147.180 & 444.775 

MON  7:30 PM  LCARC / 15 Meter CW  21.165 MHz 

MON-SAT 1 PM GM Net (Old Firebird Freq) 7.277.5 MHz 

MON  8:30 PM  LCARC / 15 Meter Phone USB  21.395 MHz 

TUE  2300 UTC  USECA / 75 Meter Phone LSB  3.830 +/- QRM  

THU  7:30 PM  LCARC / 10 Meter Phone USB  28.435 MHz 

THU  9:00 PM  USECA / 15 Meter CW  21.140 MHz 

FRI  8:00 PM  USECA / 80 Meter CW (new time) 3.565 MHz 

FRI  9:00 PM  USECA / 10 Meter Phone USB  28.425 MHz 

DAILY 8:30 PM USECA 2m SSB Net (Vertical) 144.230 USB 

SUN  1:00 PM  USECA / Information Net 147.180 +100 PL  

SUN >1:30 PM ARRL/ARN Bulletin after Info Net 147.180  

SUN  7:00 PM  USECA / Traders/Tech Support 147.180 +100 PL  

SUN  9:00 PM  HPARC / Info (EchoLink ) 146.640 +100 PL  

SUN  9:00 PM  Garden City ARC  146.860 +100 PL  

SUN-SAT  10:15 PM  S. E. Michigan Traffic Net  146.760 +100 PL  

MON 7:00 PM KA8WYN Tech, Misc Net 443.550 +107 PL 

MON  7:30 PM  SATERN  147.180 +100 PL  

1st MON/mo 8:00 PM GMARC (EchoLink) Trivia Net 443.075 +123 PL 

MON  8:00 PM  MECA / Info Net 147.200 +100 PL  

MON  8:00 PM  GMARC (EchoLink ) Info Net 443.075 +123 PL  

TUE 8:00 PM GMARC (EchoLink) Tech Net 443.075 +123 PL 

TUE  9:00 PM  Motor City Radio Club  147.240 +100 PL  

WED 7:00 PM USECA 6m USB Net 50.145 

THU   7:00 PM USECA Fusion Net (Linked Rptrs) 444.775 

THU  8:00 PM  Macomb County RACES / ARES  147.200 +100 PL  

THU 8:00 PM GMARC (EchoLink) YL Net 443.075 +123 PL 

THU  8:30 PM  LCARC / Info Net (EchoLink ) 147.080 +100 PL  

FRI 5:00 PM GMARC (EchoLink) Guild Net 443.075 +123 PL 

SAT 9:00 PM GMARC AR Newsline 443.075 +123 PL 

SAT  11:00 PM  USECA International Hoot Owl 147.180 +100 PL  

SAT 12:00 PM KA8WYN  World-Wide Net (DMR) 442.0375 

http://www.usecaarc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/254161997984519/
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    Renewals due Jan 1st of each year 

 1st time memberships are pro-rated 

֍ ֍ ֍ Group Meetings are BACK! ..Be there! ֍ ֍ ֍ 
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USECA’s  W5YI VEC exam sessions.. get licensed or upgrade! 

      Jim Marek, WI8W (wi8w.ve@gmail.com) (586) 758-0764 is the Contact VE for these 
test sessions. The test fee is $14 cash. Please bring exact change. Applicants need copies and 
originals of unexpired CSCEs and/or current unexpired amateur radio license. There are no 
copy machines nearby so be sure to copy your materials ahead of time.  
   Test sessions are held 7 pm to 9 pm on the third Thursday of each month at The Ma-
comb County Emergency Management & Communication building, same place as USECA 

general meetings.   Note: New Date & Time!! Masks may be required! 

♦ The Utica Shelby Emergency Communications Association Board usually meets on the first Monday each month, 
September through June. Board meeting dates can vary due to a Holiday. Visitors are welcome.  
♦ General Membership meetings are generally on the second Monday of each month, September through June. Visi-
tors are of course welcome and strangers aren’t strangers long. The official meeting begins at 7:30 pm, show up a little 
early for socializing, coffee and a heaping helping of camaraderie! The Board meeting, VE Exams, and General Mem-
bership meetings are held at the Macomb County Emergency Management & Communications Center, just west of 
Elizabeth and behind the Macomb County Jail at 21930 Dunham. Map Link  
♦ Throughout spring, summer, and fall, USECAns often gather in impromptu ‘Larks in the Park’. These can happen 
during the week or on weekends, and are not always announced far in advance. What is a ‘Lark’? Radios, fun, relaxa-
tion, gab session, and BBQ rolled into one! Larks are often held at Stony Creek Metropark or Lake St Clair/Metro 
Beach Metropark. How do you know when USECA is having a lark? Check USECA’s Facebook page, check your 
email, or listen to our repeaters, K8UO at 147.180 (100Hz) & 444.775 (123Hz) Bring “munchies” and a favorite drink! 

Click here to handle membership online USECA STORE 

mailto:wi8w.ve@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/jCCGgjxTCkk4ghELA
https://usecaarc.org/store

